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				To young Luke Skywalker the Incom T-65 space fighter he was piloting was very similar to his skyhopper back on Ta-tooine. Though the instrumentation was necessarily simple, the tiny one-man; one-’droid ship was a complex innerspace weap-ons system. Its highly sophisticated firepower control computer could guide a space torpedo with pinpoint accuracy to all but the smallest of targets (as you no doubt know!).

				As Luke looked outside his cockpit at the formation of fight-ers around him, he was surely struck with the awesome impor-tance of the mission he was on. Failure would mean death for himself and many others, but success could be the beginning of the end for the oppressive Imperial government. It was a race against time: The Death Star was orbiting into position for a clear blast at the Alliance’s base on Yavin Four, and Luke and 
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				his compatriots were set on penetrating the Death Star’s defense system to strike at its one vulnerable point that could bring about total destruction.

				Somewhere in the thin atmosphere of the Death Star, Obi-wan Kenobi, in spirit, came to Luke in his fighter. His voice persuaded Luke to bypass the T-65’s computerized fire-control system and permit the Force to give him perfect timing and co-ordination in releasing his deadly torpedoes.

				The Future Invasion of Planet Earth

				This surprise attack holds many similarities to the planet earth’s coming invasion from outer space. As explained in the Bible, the “invaders” will be none other than Jesus Christ and His believers returning in triumph! 

				This glorious event, which the Church has anticipated for more than twenty centuries, is called the second coming of Christ. It is the primary event that will begin the period which the Bible calls the “day of the Lord” (2 Thessalonians 2:1-3).

				The second coming of Christ refers to the personal and vis-ible return of Jesus with all of His followers from throughout history. It is one of the doctrinal cornerstones of the Christian faith. The language of Scripture is clear in that Jesus Christ is personally going to return! To the astonished, mourning, unbe-lieving world this wonderful event will show the unfailing truth of the Bible, God’s Word.

				The biblical references to Christ’s return are many. Jesus Himself told of His second coming in John 14:3 and Matthew 24:29,30. The angels in Acts 1:11 proclaimed He would return in the same manner in which He departed following His resur-rection. Two of Christ’s apostles, Peter and Paul, in their letters to the churches said that Jesus Christ was coming again (Philip-pians 3:20; 1 Thessalonians 4:15,16; Titus 2:13; 1 Peter 1 :7,13; Hebrews 9:28).

				The Time of the Invasion

				Jesus was asked by His disciples when He would return. He an-
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				swered by saying that He would return at the end of the time of great “tribulation,” which is the end of Daniel’s Seventieth Week: “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken and then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory” (Matthew 24:29, 30, NASB).

				But when will Daniel’s Seventieth Week end, so that Christ will return? Well, we know that this period is seven years in duration, and that it will start when the Antichrist signs a sev-en-year peace treaty with the nation of Israel. God has revealed this coming peace treaty to us (along with many other events) as a sign that the second coming is approaching.

				The apostle Paul explains in the fifth chapter of 1 Thessalo-nians that there is no need for him to discuss the time of the sec-ond coming and the signs preceding it, because those who read the letter will understand this from previous information. In the fourth chapter earlier, Paul writes the same thing about brotherly love: “Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each other” (1 Thessalonians 4:9).

				Now, some might say that this contradicts the statement of Jesus that “No one knows about that day or hour” when He will return (Matthew 24:36). But God’s Word is without contradic-tion—there is a simple explanation.

				Consider a woman who is pregnant. By determining the date of conception she knows to expect the birth of her baby in ap-proximately nine months. Certainly, as she begins to notice the swelling of her stomach area and begins to feel the first move-ments of the baby within her, she has all the confirmation she needs to know that she is going to have a baby. But she won ‘t know the exact day and hour.

				The same is true with the second coming of Christ. From the time of the signing of the Israeli peace treaty, alert believers will 
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				know that Christ’s return is approximately seven years away, but they will not know the exact day and hour. And you can be sure that there will be many certain signs along the way during the chaotic time of Daniel’s Seventieth Week to confirm to believers that the return of Christ is ever so near.

				One of those signs, as we have already discussed, will be that the good news of Jesus Christ will be preached throughout the world and then the end will come, coinciding with Christ’s return. Therefore, everyone will have the opportunity of hearing about Jesus Christ and can choose whether to follow Him or to bear the mark of allegiance to the Antichrist.

				Other major signs of the second coming are the appearance of the Antichrist and wholesale lawlessness throughout the world (2 Thessalonians 2:3), an intensification of problems among na-tions and an increase of calamities in nature (Matthew 24:1-35).

				A Spectacle in the Heavens

				The second coming of Jesus Christ will be no secret to anyone. It will be a personal, visible sight of great splendor as He descends from heaven as a rider on a white horse in great power and glory, with His multitudes of saints (Jude 14; Zechariah 14:5; Mat-thew 16:27; 24:26, 27; 25:31; Acts 1:9, 11; Colossians 3:4; 1 Thessalonians 3:13; Revelation 1:7; 19:11-16). And just in case a person is blind and can’t see all of this happening, the archan-gel will announce Christ’s coming with a loud shout. Here is the apostle Paul’s description of the second coming:

				According to the Lord’s own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heav-en, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.(1 Thessalonians 4:15-17).
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				Unfortunately, there will be many people who refuse to follow Christ and instead will worship the Antichrist (Revelation 13:4). To them, the second coming of Christ will catch them off guard, just as a thief catches some-one sleeping unawares (Matthew 24:42, 43; Luke 21:34, 36; 1 Thessalonians 5:2, 3; 2 Peter 3:10; Revelation 3:2, 3).

				Jesus, too, warns believers to be alert to the signs of His sec-ond coming, so that it will not catch them unawares. Immediate-ly before the start of the battle of Armageddon, in fact, He gives this last warning: “’Behold, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who stays awake’” (Revelation 16:15, NASB).

				The Purpose of the Invasion 

				Jesus Christ is coming back to planet earth to bring to a close a period of history which has been characterized by both rebellion against God and love of God. The specific purposes for His re-turn are many. In the limited space here, however, we can only mention a few of the major ones:

				To resurrect the dead in Christ.

				When a believer dies, life becomes separated from his physical body. But his spirit, which has been reunited with God’s through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit at the time of belief, will not be separated from God—ever! This is the essence of eternal life. Now, the life which is separated from the body is the soul, and the soul of the believer immediately upon the death of the body, goes to be with Jesus Christ.

				To miraculously and completely transform them

				into supernatural or “glorified” new bodies, like His. The prom-ise of this resurrection is to be found in 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-16, and the promise of new glorified bodies can be located in 1 Corinthians 15:51-54. (See also Ephesians 2:1-3; Philippians 3:20, 21.)

				To gather together all living saints

				At the time of Christ’s return, there will be surviving believers—
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				some who have not been killed at the hands of the Antichrist, or died some other kind of death. There is a tremendous promise in the Bible for these surviving saints. Christ will return to first resurrect the dead in Christ, then, “We who are still alive and are left will be caught up with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever” (1 Thessa-lonians 4:17). (See also Matthew 24:31; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3.) And, just like the dead in Christ, the survivors who are caught up will also receive new, glorified bodies!

				To reveal Himself and His resurrected and gathered saints, to be glorified in them

				When Jesus Christ is viewed by the world at the time of His sec-ond coming, He will have with Him all the resurrected saints from ages past, as well as the surviving believers of Daniel’s Seventieth Week, who will have just been gathered from throughout the world.In highly poetic language the return of Christ with His saints is described in the book of Revelation:

				I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one but he himself knows. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. He will rule them with a rod of iron. He treads the wine press of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: King of kings and Lord of Lords (Revelation 19:11-16). (See also Colossians 3:4; Zechariah 14:5; 1 Thessalonians 3:13; 2 Thessalonians 1:10).

				To win the battle of Armageddon and judge the nations.

				If you think the light sabers of Star Wars were deadly weap-
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				ons, Jesus Christ has an even deadlier sword! In the book of Revelation He is seen winning the battle of Armageddon, us-ing a sharp sword with which to strike down all the ungod-ly nations of the world. But since the sword is described as coming out of His mouth, it probably isn’t a real sword at all, but simply a figurative way of showing that Christ need only speak the command and all the world’s nations will be pun-ished for their sins (Revelation 19:15, 19-21; Matthew 25:31, 32; Joel 3:1, 2, 12; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9; Isaiah 24:21-23).	Just as the Death Star came to sudden destruction, so will the kingdom of the Antichrist-Babylon the Great. (See Revelation 16:17-21; 18; 19:11-21; Ezekiel 38:17-22; 39: 1-6; Zechariah 13:8, 9; Jeremiah 23:3-6.)

				To judge the Antichrist and his followers.

				The Death Star came to its end in a ball of fire. With it was consumed the wicked Grand Moff Tarkin, whom we ear-lier discussed as being the counterpart of the Antichrist. Well, Christ has a special lake of burning fire reserved es-pecially for the Antichrist and his followers, for eternity.	The apostle Paul writes that the Lord Jesus will overthrow the Antichrist “with the breath of His mouth” and destroy him by “the splendor of his coming” (2 Thessalonians 2:8).

					This passage refers to the physical death of the Antichrist, while his spiritual death is his banishment forever in the lake of burning fire: “But the beast (Antichrist) was captured, and with him the false prophet who had performed the miraculous signs on his behalf.... The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur” (Revelation 19:20).

				To establish His kingdom

				Following the destruction of the Death Star, we find our heroes zooming off into space aboard the space freighter, Millennium Falcon. The word· “millennium” refers to the thousand year reign of Christ on earth, following His second coming. During this time, He will set up His kingdom and rule with His saints in perfect peace and harmony (Revelation 11:15; 20:4; Daniel 
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				7:13, 14; Luke 21:27, 31; 2 Timothy 4:1; Zechariah 14:9; Mat-thew 25:31; Micah 4:3, 4; Isaiah 2:4).

				To save the remnant of Israel

				The true remnant of Israel, a group of 144,000 Messianic Jews, according to Revelation 8, will miss the gathering of believers at Christ’s return, but they will see Him when He returns and immediately recognize Him as their Messiah, and bow down to worship Him. Since they will have earlier received a special seal of protection against God’s destroying wrath in the end-times, they will go on into the Millennium to populate it (Revelation 8; Acts 15:16; Zechariah 14:3, 4; Joel 3:15, 16).

				To bind Satan

				During Christ’s millennial reign, Satan will be bound, only to be released for a short time at the end of Daniel’s Seventieth Week. At that time, he will make one more vain attempt at leading the nations away from Christ, but he will be captured quickly and cast into the lake of burning fire where he will spend eternity in torment with the Antichrist, the False Prophet and all those who refused to receive Christ as Savior and Lord (Revelation 20:1, 2).

				To bless creation.

				Once again there will be harmony within the universe:

				The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time (Ro-mans 8: 19-22).

				To reward His people.

				All of those chosen in Christ are assured of eternal salvation with Christ. (See Ephesians 1:4; 2 Thessalonians 2:13.) But now, just as Luke and Solo received rewards for their deeds, believers will 
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				receive rewards from Christ for theirs: 

				For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person ac-cording to what he has done (Matthew 16:27). (See also 1 Corinthians 4:5; 2 Timothy 4:8; 1 Peter 5:4.)

				— The End —
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